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' Denymg refugees and’ asylum
seekers the right to work reduces
them to “animal-like status” that

risks creatingserious social prob- -

- lems, human rights activists say.

- Fuigitives who have fled their -
* hiome countrieswind-up in Hong

Kong largely by force of circum-

.stance, not by design, and keep-
ing them unemployed is bad for ~

them and society.

- While the government fears.
that making it easier for stch.
people to work would openihe .

floodgates to more, rights lawyer'
Mark Daly said the system was

tuming otherwise tefligent and

productive people into beggars.
. “The worst case scenarie is

situation and become a worse
danger to society,” he said.
The commients come ahead

ofalandmark case in the Courtof

PmalAppeaI in January in which
three-designated refugees - in-
uding a qualified lawyer— anda

successful torture claimant are
seeking the right to work:.

" Asylum seekers awaiting the
outeome of their clatm with the
Office of the United Nations

. High Commissioner for Refu-

" geés (UNHCR), recognised jefu-
geesawaitingresettlemenit to'an-,
other country and torture claim-

ants are banned from doing paid
or unpald work: ¢
“Julee Allen, managez of Chris-

~ tian Action’s humanitarian ser-
vices department, said the in-

ability to: occupy their time

meaningfully and productively:
mental’

damaged refugees’
health and contributed to feel-

sion andhopelessness.

“People feel they have_ been”
-reduced to animal-like status,”-
she said. “All they can do here is’

sleep and eat and nothing more.”
Mr A, alawyerwho fled politi-
cal persecution in Africa and is

| dlgmty at all

) MRA AS‘(LUM SEEKER

e htlgants in T.he Court of
Speal hearing, said hefelt
‘My.feellng is that'l

P
at all. tamjust somebody

-'who coihes by the name only, i

nothing else.”

The Immlgra_tmn Depart- :

ment, says there were 3,800 tor-

tiife claJms smcethe cormmence-
: ment of anew screening mecha-
“nism in Decembei 2009, and

only 10 were substanitiated.

d reéfugees in Hong'Kong,
3were af working age.

My feehng is
‘thatIama
useless person

without any

-‘bams, but iti is ra:ely granted. So -
far, only Mr-A-and a substantiat-

ed ‘torture claimant have re-
ceived such permission.
"The department said giving

: asylum seekers temporary per-
-mission to work might create, “a
‘magnet effect™ attracting many
illegal immigrants to HongKong.

- “This cou]d have serious im-

; pllcatlons on the local labour.
" market and on our immigration
. ings of social: isolation, depres-

control regime,” it said,
- Some critics have also argued
that permission o work would

openthe floddgates to meretugi- °

tives, creating unforeseeable
social problems.

‘But another human rights
lawyer, Patnma Ho said the gov-

ergon withiout any

- The UNHCR said 3,022 asy-
- lum seekers had lodged claims .
- from 2009:tc: August 2013. As,of - to-
.'August, there were 100 recog- | - ¢

_ imﬁmaz"k case ;,ﬂee' t0.court, saying mﬁzeppy peeple can he ) dangef

'emmeht had credted a huge

social problem of its own mak-
ing. “In a workable and efficient

. systent, the peeple who get to

- work are the:people who are ac- -
-cepted,” she said- “They can’tbe’

- considered as sctim and as extra’

people that society can have or
not have.”
- Liegally, Daly said thebiar: i~

1-"frmged various human-righits

provisions, including the right to

" privacy, the right not to be sub-

jected-tocruel, ithuman or de-

grad;ng treatment, and the nght.

- particular the nght to freedom of :

Emraordmarytemporaryper- - % :

" miission to work maybe issiied at

- the discretion of the Diréctor of

, Imumigration on-a discretionary
thattheystarttogetmentalprob- =+ .~ T '

. lems because of the desperate. " 4

choice of gupatlo

refugees were like:ecenomic:roi-

grants who came to Hong Kong
-+ forits good quality of life. '

“Itis unrealistic to say that

“somebody is going to intention-
. rally.come, here," put himself
_througha tortu.re screening pro--

cess; and live in limbo for evena.

few years simply for the chance
- to-eventually find a job,” * hesaid.

- Allen added: “ifyou talk to
any recognised refugee, or per- |
son whohds a protection need....
theynever thoughtof HongKong

- before that moment happened
‘that pushed- them out of their

home country.”

Questlons have been ra.lsed
eve_r the impact of the court rul- -
ing, given the small mimber of
recognised refugees and sub-

- stantiated torture claimants.

. “If we win, I believe the effect
on respect for hman rights and

-respect for human dignity will be

huge, and transformation that it
cah bring to certain‘individuals -
will be' huge,” Ho.said, )

In Britain, asylum seekers can
apply for permission to work if -
they have waited for more than
12 months for an initial decision
on thefr asylum claim; while the
Malaysian governmient said ref-

. ugees would be trained to seek

employment during the time -
they are awaiting resetflement.



